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Jay then, have gb fumbled, that 
2 ſhould fall? God forbid. 
But rather through their fall 
. is come unto the Gen- 
tils, for to provoke them to 
jealouſie. 


| N this context the Apoſtle D I'SC, 

W 7s diſcourſeth of an affecting I. 

GY 5 1475 ſcene of things, the recep 

IE tion of the Gentils, and the 

mw rejection of the Jews ; the 

| former a juſt occaſion of much joy, the 

later of like grief and concern: that they, 

who had been long favored and diſtin- 

guiſhed by religious privileges, ſhould fall 

from them: and, when others received 
"Pp. marks 


; * 


— — — Tꝶꝙ 4 — 


gould be offended at it. 


The Chriſtian Religion confirmed 


Dis c. marks of divine favour, and indeęd preſſed 


in for a ſhare in ſpiritnal bleſſings, ey 


St. Paul bas a long argument upon theſe | 


|: points in the ninth, tenth, and eleventh 


chapters of this epiſtle to the Romans. He 
enters upon it at the begining of the ninth 
chapter in theſe words: I ſay the truth in 
Chrift, and lye not, my conſcience alſo bear- 


ing me witneſſe in the Holy Ghoſt, that 1 
' bave great heavineſſe, and continual forrow 


of heart. For I could wifh:; I am almoſt 

ready to with, He does not ſay, that 
he actually wiſheth it. For 1 could wiſh, 
ſays he, that myſelf were accurſed from 
Chriſt, for my brethren, my kinſmen accord- 
ing to the fleſh ; who are Iſraelites, to whom 
pertaineth the adoption, and the glorie, and 
the covenants, and the giving of the law, b 
and the ſervice of God, and the promiſes ; 
whoſe are. the fathers, and of whom, as 


concerning the fleſh, Chriſt came. And it 


concludes with a pious acknowledgement, 


and humble adoration of the wiſdom and 


equity of divine providence ; though theſe 
and other events in this world appear to 
* for a time, ſtrange and {urpriting. 0 

| the 


by the Eftate of the Fews. 
| the depth of the riches both. of the wiſdom D 1 s 0. 
and "knowledge of God ! He unſearchable I. 
are bis judgements, and his. ways paſt find- 
ing out | — For of him, and through bim, 
and to bim are all things. To. whom. be 
. Aubrie for ever. 
My chief deſign at this time is to o ob- 
ſerve ſome advantages, which Chriſtians * 
have in their argument for the truth of 
their religion, from the preſent afflictive 
circymſtances, and low eſtate of the | 
Jewiſh people and nation. 
1 ſay then, bave they flumbleg, that they 
ſhould fall? As if the Apoſtle had ſaid: 
* But by this their preſent rejection, 
* which I have been ſpeaking of, do I 
« intend to ſay, that they have ſo ſtum- 
e bled, as to fall; that is, ſo as never to 
te riſe again, and never to be again re- 
* ſtored to proſperous circumſtances, as 
Fx pap?” 
Or, according to another interpreta- 
tion: © Do 1 by what I have ſaid in- 
«« tend to intimate, that all of them ſhould 
« fall, and none believe, and partake of 


« the bleſſings of the Meſſiah's kingdom, 
5 and the divine favour?” 


Ged 
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3. God forbid: or, which would be bet- 
ter, and more proper: By no means, or 


—— Far be it: for the name of God never 


is in the original phraſe, by which this 
emphatical negative is expreſſed. W 
* by no means: that is not the caſe, 
that none of the natural poſterity of 
Jacob ſhould believe, and come into the 
* privileges of the Meſſiah's kingdom,” 
But through their fall ſalvation is come 
unto the Gentils, to provoke them unto jea- 
loufie. © But by the Jewiſh people now 
e generally rejecting the Meſſiah, it has 
* ſo happened, that ſalvation has been 
* conveyed unto the Gentils. And herein 
se there is not only a benefit to them, in 
te their ſalvation, but alſo to the Jews. 
« For by the Gentils embracing the goſpel 
«© propoſed to them, and coming to par- 
* take of religious privileges, the Jewiſh 
* people will be provoked to emulation: 
e more of them will now believe, and 
* be accepted of God, than if the goſ- 
e pel had not been preached to and re- 
« ceived by the Gentils.” 
« When therefore I ſpeak, as I have 
“done, NY the offenſe taken by 
| the 


by the Eflate of the Jews. 7 
« the Jews againſt Jeſus and his goſpel, D1 s, 0. 
| « and concerning the divine diſpleaſure 
« againſt them upon that account; I do 
r not intend to infinuate, that the poſte- 
rity of Jacob are totally and abſolutly 
excluded : or to deny, that ſuch of them, 


2 6c 


2 « who now, or at any time hereafter 
** ſhall believe, will be received and ap- 
% proved. 


The ſenſe I have given of this text 
is confirmed by what the Apoſtle ſays 
| att the begining of this chapter, where 
: alſo, in the courſe of his argument, he 
has theſe like words: T ſay then, has God Rom. xi r. 
caſt away his people? By no means. For I 
alſo am an Tſraelite, of the ſeed of Abra- 
ham, of the tribe of Benjamin. reckon 
e myſelf a proof to the contrarie, and 
e that God is willing to receive any of his 
* ancient people the Jews, who believe 
in Jeſus, and obey the revelation made 
e by him.“ Then inſtancing in the num- 
ber of true Iſraelites, ſervants and wor- 
| fhipers of God in the time of Elijah, no 
leſs than ſeven thouſang; though the apo- 
ſtaſie was ſo general, hat Elijah thought 
he was ef? alone, he adds; Even fe then Rom. at. g. 


at 
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Dr I s c. at this preſent time alſo there is 4 remnant. 


according to the eleftion of grace. 


WY Indeed: the Jewiſh people by generally 


tejecting the goſpel of Chriſt, preached 
to them with divine authority, had ge- 
'nerally excluded themſelves from the pri- 
vileges of God's people, having -refuſed to 
accept the bleſſings offered to them. 
What then ſhould be done? Was the 
Meſſiah of God to have no people, when 
the Jews rejected him? It was not fit. 
Since therefore they now ſhew great re- 
luctance to that kind propoſal, the goſpel 
"ſhall be preached to the Gentils, who 
will hear and receive it. And when they 

have received it, they will be of uſe to 
the Jewiſh people. For they will pro- 
woke them to jealouſic, and all good men 
among them will be diſpoſed to teceive 
the Meſſiah, and from time to time will 
be brought into his kingdom: till at 
length, poffibly, there ſhall be a general 
converſion of them, and that very much 
owing to the profeſſion of true religion 
made by Gentils. So the fall of the Jews 
has been the Gentils ſalvation: The Jews 
tejecting the Meſſiah haſtened the preach- 
| mg 


* 


by the Eftate of the eus. 17 
ſmalleſt tract or territorie of land in any D 1s 0. 
part of the world. 4 IH | 

Nor have they any temple. For ei 
ſtately temple, once glorious in outward | 
appearance, ſtill more glorious for the 
eſpecial preſence of the Divine Majeſty, 
1 and the frequent manifeſtations he there 
made of himſelf: the temple, I ſay, where 

their tribes were to aſſemble, where alone, x 
according to the law of Moſes, facrifices | 
were to be offered, is in ruins, or rather 
is no more: without any traces of it re- 
maining, but the remembrance of the 
place where it once was. 

Other tokens of the divine favour are 
alſo wanting. They have not the Urim | 
and Thummim of the prieſthood, == 
any viſion, or prophecie, nor voice or word ] 
from God to direct or comfort them. 
Prophecie and viſion, in ancient times fre- 
quent, or even conſtant, are now not only 
rare and uncommon, but altogether un- 
* WW known among them. Learned Rabbis, and 
traditionarie teachers they may have. But 
what Prophet can they boaſt of, as theirs, 
lince the time of Jeſus; who truly was 

. a Pro- 


ve 


- 
2 we 
+ 


18 The Chriſtian Religion, &c. 
D x s c. a Prophet mighty in word and deed, and, 
I. as we ſay, the looked for and ocomiſed 
—— Meſſiah, but deſpiſed and crucified. "7 

them ? 

Such is the ſtate of things in the world, 
with regard to Chriſtians, the followers 

of Jeſus, and the Jews, who reje& him. 
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ROM. YE 23: 


Jay then, have they tumbled, that 

they ſhould fall? God forbid. 
But rather through their fall 
ſalvation is come unto the Gen- 


tils, for to provoke them to 
jealouſie. 


AM now in the ſecond Disc. 
IR place, as formerly pro- II. 
poſed, to ſhew, what ad- 
vantages Chriſtians have 
in the argument for the 
truth of their religion, from this ſtate of 
things, and particularly from the afflictive 

circumſtances of the Jewiſh people, Who 

reject the Lord Jeſus, and believe not in 

him as the promiſed Meſſiah. | 

C 2 We 


: 
—— 
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Disc. 


II. 
— 


The Chriſtian Religion confirmed 
We know Jeſus to be the Chriſt, the 


- Son of God, the Saviour that ſhould come 


into the world, from the fulfilment of ma- 


ny ancient prophecies in his perſon and 


miniſtrie, from the conſideration of the 


perfection and excellence of his doctrine, 
the unſpotted purity and. holinefſe of his 
life, the proofs he gave of wonderful 
knowledge and underſtanding : from his 
many miraculous works, his reſurre&ion 
from the dead, and aſcenſion to heaven, 
and from the mighty works done by his 


Apoſtles, and others, preaching to Jews 


and Gentils, in his name, and under his 
authority. 

Beſide all this, we have, as I apprehend, 
a great advantage in the argument for the 
truth of our religion from that ſtate of 
things, which was formerly taken notice 
of. And ] ſhall now endeavor to ſhew it 
under the following particulars, | 

1. It was foretold by our Lord. 

2. It is agreeable to many prophecies 


1n the Old Teſtament, 


3- The preſent ſtate of the Jewiſh peo- 
ple affords reaſon to believe, that the Meſ- 
hah 1 is already come. 


4. The 


Ey the Eftate of the Jews. 21 
4. The time and circumſtances of the DIS g. 
preſent captivity and diſperſion of the Jewiſh II. 
people are an argument for the truth of the ah 
Chriſtian religion, 
* 5. The ſubſiſtence of the Jewiſh peo- 
ws ple to this time affords an atteſtation to 
divers things, upon which ſome evidences 
of the Chriſtian religion depend. 
1. This tate of things, with regard both 
to Jews and Gentils, was foretold by our 
Lord. And, as the event has been agree- 
able to what he ſaid long ago, it ſhews, 
that he was a, Prophet. It alſo demon- 
ſtrates the truth and juſtneſſe of all his 
claims; not only, that he came from God, 
but that he was the Chriſt, as he ſaid. 
When the centurion had expreſſed a 
remarkable faith in the power of our 
Lord, to heal his fick ſervant at a di- 
ſtance, he ſaid to them that followed : I Matt. vii. 
have not found ſo great faith, no not in 
Iſrael. And I ſay unto you, that many 
ſhall come from the eaſt, and the weſt, and 
ſhall fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven, See al- 
ſo Luke xiii, 29. How unlikely was this! 
How little ProſpeR was there at that time, 
that 


22 


II. 


Luke xv. 
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Dis c. that great numbers of Gentils in all quar- 


ters of the world, ſhould believe in God 


S and his Chriſt, whom he had ſent! But 


yet that ſaying of our Lord has been abun- 
dantly fulfilled. The truth of his words 
appeared ſoon after, and they have been 
fulfilling to this "Wi | 

The reception of the Gentils, with the 
diſlike and reſentment of the Jewiſh peo- 
ple, is evidently repreſented in the parable 
of the prodigal fon, who upon his re- 
pentance is moſt kindly received by the 
father: but the elder ſon, meaning the 
Jewiſh people, the natural poſterity of Ja- 
cob, is offended, and will not come in. 

The rejection of the jewiſh people, 
who had been long barren and unfruitful 
to a great degree, and were ſtill likely to 
neglect the beſt means of emprovement, 
is ſet before them by our Lord very intel- 
ligibly, though with as little offenſe as 
might be, which is agreeable to all the 


. xii. rules both of wiſdom and goodneſſe. He 


pale alſo this parable, ſays the Evangeliſt : 

A certain man had a figtree planted in his 
vineyard, that is, in ſome encloſed ſpot of 
ground, where it was well fituated and 


de- 


by the Eflate of the Jews. 233 
defended. And he came, and ſought fruit, DIS c. | 
and found none. Then ſaid he unto the dreſ- II. 
ſer of the vineyard: Behold, theſe three Dad 
years I come ſeeking fruit on this figtree, | 
and find none. Cut it down, why cumbreth _ 
it the ground? | ll 

1 And in like manner in ſome other pa- l 
FS - 
rables, repreſenting their great and immi- | 
nent danger of ruin, and alſo ſetting forth | 
the juſtneſſe and fitneſſe of the ſentence | 
to be pronounced upon them, if they 
| ſhould not repent; if they ſhould ſtill 
continue unfruitful after enjoying the beſt | 
means of emprovement, and ſhould withal » 1 
| oppoſe and abuſe the meſſengers of God *® |} 
ſent from time to time to warn and reclaim | 
them. Then began he to ſpeak unto the people 1 Luke xx. 
this parable : A certain man planted a vine- %* ” 
yard, and let it out to huſbandmen, and went 
into a far countrey. — And at the ſeaſon he 
ſent a ſervant unto the buſbandmen, that they 
ſhould give bim of the fruit of the vine- 

ward. But the huſbandmen beat him, and ſent 
lim away empty. In like manner did they 
unto others, who were ſent unto them. 

At length the lord of the vineyard ſent his 
ſon. But him they caft out of the vine- 
yard, 


. PPP way ub. TY TY 
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Dis c. yard, and killed bim. What therefore ſhall 


I. 


19. 


the lord of the vineyard do unto them? He 


will come and defiroy thoſe huſbandmen, and 
will give the vineyard unto others, Com- 
pare Matth. xxi. 3 3.—41. | 

Our bleſſed Lord, all whoſe other mi- 


racles were healing and beneficent, with a 


view to the advantage of that people, if 
by any means they might be alarmed and 
perſuaded, conftrained himſelf to ſpeak 
one word of malediction, a ſentence of 
condemnation upon a barren figtree, and 
with ſurprizing effect. He was going to 


© Mat. xxi. Jeruſalem. And when be ſaw a figtree in 


the way, he came to it, and found nothing 
thereon, but leaves only, and faid unto it: 
Let mo fruit grow on thee henceforward 


forever. And preſently the figtree witber- 


ed away. A miracle that was emblema- 


tical and prophetical, ſignifying the affect- 
ing and ſpeedie ruin and deſolation of the 


Jewiſh nation, if they out- ſinned the day 
of tryal allotted them, and perſiſted to 
neglect and abuſe the means of ſalvation 
afforded them. ; | 

We have in our Lord's diſcourſes divers 


predictions of the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 


and _ 


Ey the Eflate of the Fews. 25 
and the calamities attending it. And theD rs c. 
event has ſhewn the truth of his prophe- II. 
tical character. NE 

It ſhould be alſo obſerved by us, that 
thoſe predictions were publicly ſpoken in 
the hearing of many people, not of the 
diſciples only. And they were delivered 
with ſuch marks of affection and tender- 
neſſe, and contained ſo diſtin and fo 
moving a deſcription of impending cala- 
mities, that nothing could have been better 
ſuited and adapted to prevent them, by 
inducing men to repent. And if they | 
did not repent, he aſſured them, that 
. then would be great tribulation, ſuch as was Mat. xxiv; 

not fince the begining of the world to that *": 
time, no nor ever. ſhall be, And when he 
was led away to be crucified, and there Luk. xxiii, 
followed bim a great company of people, and 28. —31. 
F women, who alſo bewailed him and la- 
mented him, feſus turning unto them ſaid : 
Daughters of Feruſalem, Weep not for me, 
. but weep for yourſelves, and for your chil- 
dren, — For if they do theſe things in a 
green tree, what ſhall be done in the dry? 
And we plainly perceive by his words, 
that the deſolation, which he foreſaw, 
D would 
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Drs c. would be of a long duration, as we alſo 


II. 


ſee in the event: Which added to his 
concern for that people. It was not a 
ſingle judgement, a calamity of one day, 


though great and terrible, but a long ſcene 


Mat. xxiii 


37. 38. 


Luke xxi. 
21,24. 


of affliction and darkneſſe, which he fore- 
told and bewailed. And when be was 
come nigh, he beheld the city, and wept 
over it, ſaying : F thou badſt known, even 
thou, in this thy day, the things which be- 
long unto thy peace? But now they are bid 


. from thine eyes, And, How often would 1 


have gathered thy children together, even as 
a hen gathereth ber chickens under ber 
wings, and ye would not ! Behold, your bouſe 
is left unto you deſolate, Once more, Then 
let them which are in Judea flee to the 
mountains, and let them which are in the 
midſt of it, meaning the city of Jeruſa- 
lem, depart out, and let not them that are 
in the countrey enter therein, For theſe be 
the days of vengeance, that all things which 
are written may be fulfilled. For there 


ſhall be great diſtreſſe in the land, and 
much wrath upon this people. And they 
ſhall fall by the edge of the ſword, and 
ſhall be led away captive into all nations. 

And 


by the Eſtate of the Jews. 27 
And Feruſalem ſhall be troden down of the DIS o. 
Gentils, until the times of the Gentils be II. 
fulfilled. GY 
The great and punctual accompliſhment | 
of theſe and other words of our Lord, con- 
cerning the ſad ruin, the wide diſperſion, 
and long captivity of the Jewiſh people, 
afford a ſtrong argument for the truth of 
the Chriſtian religion, and aſſure us, that 
Jeſus ſpoke with divine authority, and that 
the doctrine taught by him, and contained 
in the New Teſtament, the writings of 
his Apoſtles, and their faithful companions, 
is true and of God, 
2. The ſlate of things, formerly obſerved, 
7s alſo conformable to ancient prophecies 
found in the books of Moſes 2 ether parts 
of the Old Teſtament. 
In thoſe books are contained prophecies - 
of the general converſion of the nations 
of the earth to the acknowledgement and 
ſervice of the one living and true God, 
delivered, when the worſhip of God was 
confined to the one nation of the Jews 
alone, or to a few men only, their pa- 
triarchs and anceſtors, and a very ſmall 
number beſides, The way or means, by. 
D 2 which 
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DIS c. which this bleſſing ſhould be conveyed to 
II. the. world, was alſo iotimated. To Abra- 
. . ham it was declared, that in him, that is, 
| through him and his poſterity, all nations, 
or families of the earth ſhould be bleſſed. 
That confines the accompliſhment of the 
promiſe to his familie : Some one or more 
jt of which muſt be the author, or authors 
it and inſtruments of this general bleſſing. 
S8. The ſame promiſe is ſolemnly rene wed to 
xxviii. 14. Jacob. Afterwards there were prophecies 
delivered, containing limitations and re- 
Fi. ſtrictions, relating to the tribe of Judah, 
W || and the familie of David. The deſcen- 
1 dents of Abraham in general, or many of 
them, may ſome way contribute to this 
1 deſign. But the tribe of Judah and the 
| familie of David are often ſpoken of with 
ſpecial regard. In Ifaiah particularly, it 
| Ifa. xi. 1. Is foretold : There ſhall come forth a rod out 
| 
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r 


2. 11. of the flem of Jeſſe, and a branch ſhall 
| grow out of bis roots, — In that day there 
1 ſhall be a root of Jeſſe, which ſhall tand 
| for an enſign to the people, to it ſhall the 
| 1fa.xlix.6, Gentils ſeek. Again, 1 will give thee for 

11 4 light to the Gentils, that thou mayeſt be 
1 wy ſalvation unto the ends of the earth, 
And 


by the Eflate of the Jews. 29 
And it is out of the tribe of Judah, and Disc. 
the familie of David, that our Lord aroſe. II. 

And by him, as is manifeſt, the know- 
ledge of God has been ſpread over the 
eatth, and the promiſe made to Abraham, 
that in him all the families of the earth 
ſhould be bleſſed, has been fulfilled. | 

But beſide this there are intimations 
given in the Old Teſtament, that when 

this event ſhould happen, the Jewiſh peo- 
ple would be in ſome circumſtances, 
which are diſadvantageous. 

Obſervable are the words of our Lord, 
when he foretells the deſtruction of Je- 
ruſalem. For theſe be the days of vengeance, Luke xxi. 
that all thi ngs which are written may Has 

Fulfilled. It is not improbable, that our 
Lord has here an eſpecial reference to ſome 
prophecies in the book of Daniel, relating 
particularly to the deſtruction of the city 
of Jeruſalem, which He foreſaw, and was 
then ſpeaking of. But he might alſo have 
an eye to ſome other parts of Scripture, 

And we may without much difficulty 
perceive diyers things ſaid in the Old 
Teſtament, which are prophetical, not 
only of the deſtruction of SO but 
; like- 


30 
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Dis c. likewiſe of the long captivity and diſperſion, 


II. 


which were to enſue. 


— F Jacob foretelling the 8 of his 
Gen. vir poſterity in future times ſays: Judab, thou 


Ver. 10. 


art be, whom thy brethren ſhall praiſe. Thy 


band ſhall be upon the neck of thine enemies, 


thy father's children ſhall bow down unto 
thee, The tribe of Judah, as we find 
from the hiſtorie of the people of Iſrael, 
uſually had ſome diſtinction among the 
reſt. At length David and his deſcen- 
dents, who were of that tribe, ſat upon 
the throne of government among them. 
And from Judah the kingdom of the two 
tribes was called. And indeed from that 
tribe all Iſraelites in general were ſtiled 
Jews. 

It follows in the place juſt cited : The 


ſceptre ſhall not depart from Fudah, nor the 


laugiver from between his feet, until Sbi- 
lob come. And unto him ſhall the gather- 
ing of the people be. The ſenſe of which 
prophecie may be briefly taken in this 
manner: The “ royal power and au- 
t thority, which ſhall be eſtabliſhed in 
te the ** of Judah, ſnall not be 
| * taken 


® See Patrick upon the place, 
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« taken from them ; or at leſt they ſhall Dis d. 


not be deſtitute of rulers and gover- 
* nours; no, not when they are in a de- 
« clining condition, until the coming of 
„ the Meſſiah: But when he is come, 
* there ſhall be no diſtinction between 
<« the Jews and other nations, who ſhall | 

c he obedient to the Meſſiah. And af- 
© ter that the poſterity of Judah and 


te people of the Jews ſhall have neither 


« King, nor ruler of their own, but the 
e commonwealth of Judah ſhall loſe all 
mM form of civil government —_ autho- 

6 
This we know to have happened about 
the time of our Saviour's coming, From 
David to -the Babyloniſh captivity that 
tribe held the ſceptre for ſeveral ages. 
After ſeventy years captivity the Jews 
returned to Judea, or the land of Canaan, 
where they lived again according to their 
own laws. Their temple was rebuilt, 
and they ſacrificed and worſhiped there, 
for the moſt part, with great freedom, 
according to the appointments of the law 
of Moſes. They were a diſtin people, 
and had among them civil government 
and 


—_ ——— — — Ap. —_— 


— — — 


— 


— burn ne 
— — 
. 
—— 


| 

f 
; 

| 
7. 

i 
23 
| | 
* 
| 
N 


„ CS r — 


«„ ꝑ .. „%„ „„ 23% „ 664b— . . r 
* : 
. 


32 


The Clriftian Religion confirmed 


DIS c. and authority. But at the time of our 


II. 


Lord's birth, and afterwards, they were in 
ſome meaſure ſubject to the Romans. And 
the Jewiſh power and authority declined, 
till it was quite aboliſhed and overthrown 
by the Emperours, Veſpaſian and Titus, 
about forty years after our Lord's aſcenſion. 
And ſo it has been to this day. | 

Moſes aſſured the people of Iſrael : The 
Lord thy God will raiſe thee up a Prophet, 


| from the midſt of thee, of thy brethren, 


Ver. 18. 


like unto me. Unto him ſhall ye hearken. 
And God himſelf ſaid to Moſes: I will 
raiſe them up a Prophet from among their 
brethren, like unto thee, And I will put 
my words in bis mouth, and he ſhall ſpeak 


unto them all that I ſhall command him. 


And it ſhall come to paſs, that whoſoever 
ail not hearken unto my words, which be 


ſhall ſpeak in my name, I will require it of 


him. 

Some underſtand this to be an expreſs 
prophecie concerning the Meſſiah himſelf, 
that great Prophet, who would be in an 


eſpecial manner like unto Moſes. Others 


have ſuppoſed it to be a promiſe of a con- 
ſtant ſucceſſion of Prophets among them. 
Allow 
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Allow this laſt to be the meaning, it Ds 0. 
implyes a command to hear Jeſus, if he II. 
was a Prophet; and a threatening of pu- S WW 
niſhment, if he was not heard and obeyed. | 
And that Jeſus was a Prophet, is evident 
from teſtimonials ſurpaſſing not only thoſe 
given to other Prophets among them, but 
even to Moſes himſelf. Conſequently diſ- 
obedience to him was a thing, for which 
God would certainly reckon with them, 
I ſhall cite a paſſage or two more out 
of later Prophets. In Daniel it is faid: © - 
Seventy weeks are determined upon thy peo- Dan ix. 
le, and upon thy boly city, to finiſh tbe Tf 
tranſgreſſions, and to make an end of fins, 
and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and 
to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſſe, and 
to ſeal up viſion and prophecie, and to anoint 
the moſt boly, Know therefore and under- 
and, that from the going forth of the 
commandment to reſtore and to rebuild Fe- 
ruſalem unto the Meſſiah, the prince, ſhall 
be ſeven weeks. And threeſcore and two 
weeks the fret ſhall be built again, and 
the wall, even in troublous times. And af- 
ter threcſcore and two weeks ſhall Meſſiah 
be cut off, but not for himſelf. And the 


people > 
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Dis c. people of the prince that ſhall come ſhall de- 
II. rey the city and the ſanctuarie, and the 
ed thereof ſhall be with a flood, and unto 
- the end of the war deſolations are determined. 
And be ſhall confirm the oovenant with ma- 


ny for one week, and in the midft of the 
wech be ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice and the 


 oblation to ceaſe. And for the overſpread- 


ing of abomination he ſhall make it deſolate, 
even until the conſummation, - and that de- 
termined ſhall be poured upon the deſolate. 
Here is a promiſe made to Daniel, that 
the city of Jeruſalem with it's temple 


ſhould be rebuilt : and that they ſhould for 


ſome while there worſhip and ſerve God, 
as we know they did after the return from 


Babylon. And here is a promiſe of the 


appearing of the Meſſiah, and a prediction 
of great deſolations afterwards : which al- 


ſo we know to have happened ſoon after 


the time of Jeſus, who was a great Pro- 
phet, and anointed of God in a moſt ex- 
traordinarie manner, and was generally re- 


jected by the people, to whom Daniel be- 


longed, and to whom he propheſied. 
In Malachi, the laſt of the Prophets of 


the Old Teſtament, are theſe words: Be- 


bold, 
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hold, I will fend my meſſenger, and he ſhall Ds c. 
prepare the way before me. And the Lord II. 
whom. ye ſeek. ſhall ſuddenly. come to his tem- bt 
ple, even the meſſenger of the covenant, in "-—3: 
whom ye delight. Behold, be ſhall come, 
ſaith the Lord of hoſts, But who may a- 
bide the day f his coming? And who ſhall 
fland, when be appears? For he is like a 
refiner's fire, and like fuller's ſoap. And 
he ſhall fit as a refiner of filver. And af- 
terwards : For behold the day cometh, that — iv. 
ſhall burn as an oven, and all the proud, 3 
yea. and all that do wickedly, ſhall be as 
ſtubble. And the day that cometh ſhall burn 
them up, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, that if 
ſhall leave them neither root nor branch, 
But unto you that fear my name ſhall the 
ſun of righteouſneſſe ariſe with healing un- 
dier his wings, and ye ſhall go forth, and 
grow up as calves of the ſtall. And ye ſball 
tread down the wicked, and they ſhall be 
aſhes under the ſoles of your feet,. in the day 
that I ſhall do this, ſaith the Lord of hoſts. 
Certainly theſe are not inſignificant 
words in the mouth of the Prophet. And 
theſe emphatical expreſſions do evidently 
appear to relate to a great perſon, who 
E 2 | ſhould 


* 
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II. 
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Mat. iii. 
10. 11. 
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ſhould come among the Jews, whilſt their 
temple was ſtanding: whereas their tem- 
ple was deſtroyed, and they were led into 
captivity ſoon after the time of Jeſus our 
Lord. 5 

John the Baptiſt, who well underſtood 
theſe prophecies, and knew his own cha- 
racter, ſays therefore: And now alſo the 
axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every 
free that bringeth not forth good fruit is 
heun down and caſt into the fire. 1 indeed 
baptize you with water untig repentance. 
But he that cometh after me is mightier 
than IT. — Whoſe fan is in his hand, and he 
will throughly purge his floor. He will 
gather his wheat into the garner, but will 


burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. 


Luke ii. 


And Simeon, who when he ſaw the 
child Jeſus at the temple, doubted not 
but he was the Lord's Chriſt, and ſpoke 
of him as ſuch, and that he was 4 Jig bt to 
lighten the Gentils, and the ghrie of God's 

people Iſrael, ſaid to Marie his mother: 


* This child is ſet for the fall and riſing of 


many in Iſrael. 
The converſion of the Gentils, then, 
and the low condition of the Jewiſh peo- 


ple, 
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ple, are not only agreeable to prophecies D x s c. 
of the Lord Jeſtis, but likewiſe to many II. 
ancient prophecies contained in the books 
of the Old Teſtament . 
3. The preſent tate of the Jewiſh people, 

particularly their affiiftive circumſtances, 

afford good reaſon to believe, that the Meſ- 

fab, that great perſon ſpoken of in the Old 
Teftament, but ſtill wiſhed for and expected 
by them, 1s already come. 

For the prophecies concerning him ſpeak 
of his being of the tribe of Judah, and fa- 
milie of David, He muſt appear therefore, 

. whilſt the regiſters of their tribes and fa- 
milies are in being. But now they are 
loſt. If any one ſhould now ariſe, claim- 
ing that great character; it could not be 
known what tribe he was of, and there- 
fore there could not be any good aſſurance, 
that his claim was juſt. 

This is an advantage in the argument 
for the truth of the Chriſtian religion. 
For we know, that Jeſus was of the tribe 
of Judah, and familie of David. But 

s ſince 


t If any ſhould find this diſcourſe too long for a * fingle 
reading, here is a proper reſting place. 
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Disc. ** the long captivity and numerous diſ- 
II. perſions and removals of «the Jewiſh. peo- 
Tov ple from one place to another, often- 
times under the greateſt difficulties, it is 
impoſſible, that their regiſters ſhould be 


preſerved, or the families of particular per- 
ſons: be known. 


| Another thing. clearly intimated by the 
} later Prophets of the Old Teſtament is, 
that the Meſſiah ſhould come, during the 
time of the temple built after the. return 
from Babylon. God was pleaſed, by the 
Prophet Haggai, to encourage the. people 
to go on in rearing up the temple after this 
Hagg. ii, manner: Thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, Yet 
1. 5 once more, it is a little while, and I will 
ſhake the beavens and the earth. And I 
will ſhake all nations, and the defire of all 
nations ſhall come, And 1 will fill this 
houſe with glorie, faith the Lord of hoſts. 
— ver. 9. Again, The glorie of this later houſe ſhall 
be greater than that of the former, ſaith the 
Lord of boſts. 

That temple wanted ſome things, which 
were in the temple built by Solomon; 
particularly, the ſymbol of the divine 

preſence, 
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preſence, the cloud of glorie overſhadow- D 1s c. 
ing the mercie ſeat. By the greater glorie II. 

F the later bouſe therefore ſeems to be * 
meant the appearance of the Meſſiah, who 
is Emmanuel, or God with us: in whom 
the Deity dwelt and manifeſted himſelf in 
a peculiar manner: by which means a- 
lone, that is, by whoſe preſence alone, 
this ſecond temple could be rendered more 
glorious than the former. 

The coming of the Meſſiah to that 
temple is alſo promiſed in Malachi before 
quoted. Bebold, I will ſend my meſſenger, Mal. ii, 1. 
and he ſhall prepare the way before me. And 

” the Lord whom ye ſeek ſhall ſuddenly come 
#0 bis temple, even the meſſenger of the co- 
venant, in whom ye delight, Behold, he hall 

come, faith the Lord of hoſts. 

Since therefore the temple, where the 

promifed meſſenger of fo great eminence 

and diſtinction was to appear, is now no 
more, but has long ſince been deſtroyed, 
and continues to be in ruins; we are aſ- 
ſured, that he is already come. For it is 
impoſſible for God to fail, or that he 
ſhould alter the purpoſe he has ſo W 
pronounced and declared. 


Have = 
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Dis c. Have. any of the promiſes or threaten- 

II. ings delivered by the Prophets failed of 
r accompliſhment? Did not the poſterity of 
AIascob deſcend into Egypt, a few in num- 
| ber? And were they not brought thence. 
l} again, a great hoſt, by mighty power and 
an outſtretched arm, at the time before 
1 appointed and promiſed? 

. Were not the threatenings with regard 
to Saul, David, Solomon, accompliſhed : ? 
Were not the threatenings concerning the 

| ten tribes, and the tribe of Judah, fulfil- 
[| led? Were not the former, the ten tribes, 
[ ſent into captivity, and ſcattered, ſo as to 
return no more ? 

And when the kingdom of Judah took 
not warning by the judgements inflicted 
| upon the kingdom of Iſrael, the threatened 
| captivity was brought upon them. And 
| the promiſe of their return from Babylon 
| was alſo wonderfully and punctually ac- 


compliſhed. They ſettled again in the 
| land of Iſrael, they were encreaſed and 
multiplied, and became once more a great 
1 people. The temple, which had been laid 
waſte, was raiſcd up, and it's worſhip re- 
ſtored 
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ſtored, according as God had before ſaid by DIS c. 
his holy Prophets. II. 
Why then ſhould it be thought by any, Yo 
that the promiſe concerning the coming 
of the Meſſiah to that temple ſhould not 
be performed ? It muſt have been fulfilled. 

The deſire of all nations did come to that 
temple, and the nations have received 
him, and believed on him, and have par- 
taken of his fulneſſe. They have received john i. 16. 
grace for grace. They have gained through 
him the knowledge of the one living and 
true God. He is their God, and they 
are his people. They worſhip him in 
ſpirit and truth. And the law of Moſes, 
introduced ſince the Abrahamic covenant, 
and ordained for a time only, as to all 
it's unneceſſarie and burdenſome appoint- 
ments, is no longer in force, or of any 
uſe unto them. | 5 
4. The time and circumſtances of the | 
preſent captivity and diſper ſion of the Fewiſh- 
people afford an argument for the truth of 
the Chriſtian Religion. For their afflictions 
appear to have the marks of divine diſ- 
pleaſure againſt them for rejeting and 
| F cruci- 


42 


II. 


Deut. 
xxxii. 8. . 
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D 1s c. crucifying Jeſus, and for perſiſting to G 


him and his apoſtles. ä 

Their preſent afflictions began foon af- 
ter, and have continued ever ſince. It 
was not more than forty years after our 
Lord's crucifixon, that the people of the 
Jews underwent the dreadful calamities of 
the ſiege of their city: when alſo it was 
taken, and their temple conſumed, and 
they ſlain, or ſcattered abroad upon * 
face of the whole earth. 

Nor can we avoid obſerving the eſtate - 
and condition of this people, the poſterity 
of Abraham, the friend of God ; the chil- 


dren of Jacob, whom God preferred to the 


children of Eſau; whom God had choſen 
to be his people above all the people of the 
earth: as Moſes reminds them in that ſo- 
temn and pathetic addreſſe, at the end of 


the book of Deuteronomie : Mben the Moſt 


High divided to the nations their inberit- 
ance, when he ſeparated the ſons of Adam, 
he fet the bounds of the people according to 


\ the number of the children of Iſrael. For 


the Lord's portion is his people, Facob is the 
bot of his Inheritance, | 
It 
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It is not reaſonable to think, that God D1se. 
would carry it unkindly toward them, or II. 


ſtand at a diſtance from them, without 
ſome juſt ground of offenſe and provo- 


cation. 
M- oreover we aj, that he uni 
to bleſs them abundantly, if they hearken- 
ed to his Prophets, and walked in the ways 
he preſcribed: them: declaring at the ſame 
time, that if they were diſobedient, he 
would not leave them unpuniſnied: J ye Lev. xxvi, 
will walk in my ſtatutes, and keep my com- 
mandments, and do them ; — I will ſet my —ver. 11. 
' tabernacle among you, and my foul ſhall not 
abhor you. And J will walk with you, and 
wwill be your God, and ye ſhall be my poople. 
— But if ye will walk contrarie unto me, ver. 23. 
then will I alſo walk contrarie unto you, and 
will puniſh you, — And if ye will not for all —ver. 27. 
this hearken unto me, but walk contrarie un- 
to me; then I will walk contrarie unto you 
in furie, - and will chaſtiſe you yet ſeven times 
for your fins. And his treatment of this 
people in all ages has been agreeable to 
theſe, and other like declarations. 
Since therefore this favorite people, ſa 
ng called by the name of the Lord, and 
So ſo 


OR 


1 
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Disc. fo diſtinguiſbed by him, are under tokens 
II. of divine diſpleaſure : ſince they are no 
SY longer in the land of Canaan, which had 
been given to them, and lye under many. 
diſadvantages in the places where they 
hive, there muſt be ſome ground and rea- 
fon of it. And a very likely reaſon offers, 
when we confider, as before hinted, the 
time, when the preſent affliction com- 
menced, even ſoon after the appearing of 

Jeſus in this world. 
And we ſhall be confirmed in the ſup- 
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il poſition, that this diſperſion is owing to 
1 their fin in rejecting the Lord Jeſus, if 
| we conſider farther, when he appeared, 
I and who he was. 
| | He came at the time pineal for the 


Meſſiah, when the temple, built after the 
Babyloniſh captivity, was in its glorie, 
when the regiſters of their families were 
| in being, and when the Jews themſelves 
| and all nations around them were in ex- 
| | pectation of ſuch an eminent perſon, 
| 1 And muſt we not think, that ſince 
ll] Jeſus anſwered the character of the pro- 
miſed Meſſiah, or the Lord's anointed, it 

| muſt be a great and e ſin to reject 


and 
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and crucify him? If there be any truth DIS e. 
in the evangelical hiſtorie, (as certainly it II. 
is all matter of fact, and but a part only "YL 
of the great things done by Jeſus are there 
related; ) he was a moſt excellent perſon, 
and a moſt eminent Prophet. Muſt not a- 
ny people, the Jews eſpecially, be accoun- 
table for ſuch a privilege? Muſt not their 
guilt in rejecting Jeſus appear aggravated, 

when we conſider that they crucified him, 
and repented not: though he roſe from 
the dead, and his apoſtles continued a good 
while afterwards preaching among them ? 

It is alfo remarkable, that when Jeſus Nat. 
was condemned as an impoſtor and male- i. 25. 
factor, they imprecated the guilt of his death 
upon themſelves and their children. 

And the long continuance of this afflic- 
tion is very ſtriking, ſo far beyond any 
thing they had before undergone. And 

yet they are not guilty of idolatrie, ag in 
times paſt: but all falſe gods, and all 
images in worſhip, are an abomination to 
them. 

When Solomon conſecrated the 8 
he had built, he prayed: 7 thy people 1 Kings 
fin againſ# thee, and thou be angrie with — 


— 50. 2 
them, 1 
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Dis c. them, and deliver them to the enemie, ſo 


II. 


that they carry them captive into the land 


— of the enemie, far or near: If they ſhall 


bethink themſelves, in the land whither they 
are carried captives, ſaying, we have finned, 
and bave done perverſly, we have committed 
wickedneſſe: And ſo return unto thee with 
all their heart, and with all their foul, in 


the land of their enemies, which led them 


captive, and pray unto thee : — then hear 
thou their prayer and their ſupplication in 
heaven thy dwelling place, and maintain 
their cauſe, and forgive thy people that 


' have fanned againſt thee, and all their tranſ- 
greſſions wherein they have rranſgreſſed a- 
gainſt thee, 


And long after this Nehemiah, mindfull 


ot the meaſures, which God had openly 


declared he would obſerve with this peo- 
ple, prays after the ſame manner: O Lord 


God of heaven, that heepeſt covenant and 


mercie with them that love thee; — Re- 
member, 1 beſeech - thee, the word which 

thou commandeſt thy ſervant Moſes, ſaying, 
If ye tranſgreſs, I will ſcatter you abroad 


among the nations. But if ye turn unto me, 


and keep * commandments, and do them : 
though 
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though there were of you caſt out unto the D1s c. 
uttermoſt part of heaven, yet I will gather II. 
them from thence, and will bring them to 
the place that I have choſen to ſet my name 
there. | 

Since then they till continue, under 
many diſadvantages, in the diſperſion, 
which began ſo long ago; it leads us to 
conclude, that there is ſome fin they have 
committed, which they have not repented 
of, the guilt of which therefore ſtill lyes 
heavie upon them, 

St. Chryſoſtom in one * his bomilic 
to his hearers the people of Antioch, diſ- 
courſing upon this very topic, the long 
duration of the Jews diſperſion and cap- 
tivity, has this thought: If *, * Jeſus had 
been a malefactor and a deceiver, as the 
Jews pretended; it might have been ho- 
norable, and accounted for righteouſneſſe 
to them, that they put him to death. On 
the contrarie, ſince the crucifixion of Jeſus, 
they have been chaſtiſed more ſeverely, 
than when they were guilty of idolatrie, 
and ſacrificed their children to Moloch. 

| | =_ In 


„Vid. Cbryſeſt. T. 1. p. 652. 653. Ed. Bened. 
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Disc. In this long diſperſion, of ſo many a- 
II. ges, it is not unlikely, that divers attempts 
ae have been made by them to return into 
Canaan, and rebuild their temple. And 
it is well known, that they have form- 
ed conſpitacies, and made violent attempts 
to reſtore their government in the land of 
Canaan. But they have been always de- 

feated and overthrown. e 

Deſigns of another kind may have been 
entred into. One thing is often mention- 
ed by ancient hiſtorians. The Emperour 
Julian, commonly called the Apoſtate, 
becauſe after having been educated in the 
Chriſtian religion he turned Heathen, a- 
bout three hundred years after the deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem, formed a ſcheme of 
rebuilding the temple. Filled with enmi- 
ty againſt the people whom he had for- 
ſaken, but ſtill deſirous to avoid the ſcan- 
dal of open perſecution, he tryed every 
method to humble the Chriſtians, and 
root out their religion. Knowing + the 
averſion of the Jewiſh people to Chriſtia- 
nity, 


+ See Socrat. H. E. J. 3. c. 20. Sozom. J. 5. c. 20. 
Wart. 1. 3. c. 20. Cbrzſ. T. 1. p. 580. 646. &c. 7. 2. 
tr 574 : | : 
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nity, he ſent for ſome of their chief men, D1 so. 
and aſked them, Why they did not ſa- II. 43 
crifice? They anſwered, becauſe they could 3 
ſacrifice no where, but at the temple at | 
Jeruſalem, and now they had none. He 
bid them take good heart, and engaged to 
build a temple for them. And A accord- 
ingly gave full powers and ſtrict orders 
for that purpoſe to proper officers, allot- 
ting likewiſe large ſums out of the public 
revenue. But when materials were pro- 
vided, and they were about to lay the 
foundations of the intended temple, the 
workmen were terrified, and ſome of 
them ſcorched by frequent and repeated 
eruptions of fire from the earth: as is re- 
lated by divers authors, who lived at the 
time, or near it: and particularly by a 
e Heathen 


+4 Ambitioſum quondam apud Hieroſolymam tem- 
plum, quod poſt multa et interneciva certamina obſidente 
Veſpaſiano poſteaque Tito aegre eſt expugnatum, inſtau- 
rare ſumtibus cogitabat immodicis. Negotiumque matu- 
randum Aly pio dederat Antiochenſi, qui olim Britannias 0 
curaverat pro Praefectis. Cum itaque rei idem fortiter in- 
ſtaret Aly pius, juvaretque provinciae rector, metuendi glo- 


; bi flammarum prope fundamenta crebris aſſultibus erum- 
pentes, fecere locum exuſtis aliquoties operantibus inacceſ- 
: ſum. Hocque modo elemento deſtinatius repellente, ceſs 


ſavit inceptum. Anm. Marcel. l. 23. 6. i. 


50 The Chriſtian Religion confirmed 
Disc. Heathen biſtorian of good credit, and a 
II. friend and admirer of Julian. Undoubtedly 
—Y ſuch a deſign was formed and defeated. 

If they, * who lived about three hun- 
dred years after the deſtruction of Jeruſa- 
lem, thought this captivity of the Jewiſh 
people long: how much more may we, 
when it is now, not only three hundred, 
but thrice three hundred years, and almoſt 
double that number, ſince the commence- 
ment of it? 

If they who lived above a thouſand 
years.ago obſerved the long continuance 
of this diſperſion, as exceeding every thing 
of the like kind that had befallen this 
people, certainly the continuance of it to 


this day muſt appear very extraordinarie 
| and affecting. 5 
5. The ſubſiſtence of the Jewiſh people 
to this time affords an atteſtation to divers 
things, upon which ſome evidences of the 
Chriſtian religion depend. 

For hereby all are aſſured of the anti- 
quity and genuinneſſe of the Scriptures of 
the Old Teſtament. Theſe are received 
by them, and read in their ſynagogues. 


* Chry/cſtom, and others, 


& the Efate of the . 

And they allow, that therein are con- Dx s ©; 

tained promiſes of a great and eminent de- II. 

liverer, * None therefore can pretend, that — 
the Scriptures, ſo often appealed to by 
_ Chriſt and his — are forgeries of 
_ Chriſtians. 

Poſſibly, we are not aware, how great 

an advantage we have, in this reſpect, 

from the ſubſiſtence of the Jewiſh peo- 

ple, and their ſynagogue worſhip, where 

the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament are 

often read. 

It is true, the time of Chriſt's coming 

ſeems to have been a time of greater 

knowledge, and more general commerce, 

than that of the deliverance of the Jewiſh 

people from Egyptian bondage. But a 
variety of evidence for important facts, 
ſuch as the coming of Chriſt, and his 
teaching among the Jews, is not to be 
deſpiſed, but thankfully accepted, And 
if the Jewiſh people had been extinguiſhed 
ſoon after the coming of Chriſt, and the 
planting his religion in the world; ſome 
things might have been (diſputed by ene- 
mies, which now are unconteſtable. Some 


might have had the aſſurance to deny, 
G 2 | that 
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Dis c. that ever there was ſuch a people in the 


world, or that ever a nation exiſted which 


7 conformed to the inſtitutions of Moſes: 
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And they might have formed an argu- 
ment, which would have affected ſome 
; perſons, little converſant in ancient hiſtorie. 
And our caſe might have reſembled that 
of the Jewiſh people of old, who were 
ſometimes obliged to labor in the proof, 
that || they were not expelled ' out of E- 
gypt, but conducted thence under the eſ- 
pecial care of a powerful — and 
protection. 

But here poſſibly a ſcruple may ariſe in 
the minds of ſome. And they may ſay: 
If the ſubſiſtence of the Jewiſh people 
be ſo much to the advantage of the Chriſ- 
tian religion, might it not have been as 
well for them to have continued in the 
land of Canaan, maintaining the ancient 
form of their commonwealth, and living 
in power and ſplendour, as in ſome times 
„ 

I anſwer: It was not fit. 


8 | I.) For, 


|| See Foſephus at the end of bis firft book againſt As- 
| fion, and compare Tacitus, Hiſt. book v. near the be- 
gining. 
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1.) For, their rejecting the Meffiah muſt D 1 s c. 
require ſome tokens of divine reſentment and II. 
diſpleaſure, If Jeſus wrought ſuch mi- TT 
racles, as are recorded in the Goſpels, and 
was crucified by the Jews: and if his A- 
poſtles preached in his name, and were 
abuſed, as the hiſtorie of the New Te- 
ſtament relates: it was highly proper, that 
after waiting to be gracious God ſhould 
ſend remarkable judgements upon them, if 
they repented not: which they did not, 
but went on encreaſing in wickedneſſe; 
as we are aſſured by Joſephus, and other 
hiſtorians. 
2.) It was by no means fit, that the 
ancient poꝛer of the Jeus ſbould be conti- 
nued to them, confidering their rejection of 
Feſus, and hat enmity to them that be- 
lieved in him. The oppoſition they would 
have made to the followers of Jeſus, the 
ſufferings they would have brought upon 
them, would have been inſupportable by 
human nature. By the ſevereſt perſecu- 
tion within their own territories, and by 
ſolemn and powerful ambaſſies into foreign 
parts, diſparaging the WE of Jeſus 
and 
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Ds c. and their principles, they would have ex- 


win 


tirpated them, as ſoon as they were riſen 


up. We may clearly collect as much 


from the afflictions and ſufferings, they ac- 
tually brought upon the Apoſtles and o- 
ther diſciples of Jeſus: though their au- 
thority and influence were greatly reſtrain- 
ed by the ſuperior power of- the Roman 
Empire. 

3.) If the Jewiſh nation had continued 
to ſubſiſt in their former power and ſplen- 
dour, ſome evidences of the truth of the 
Chriſtian religion had not been fo cogent, as 
they are. For now the temple, built after 
the return from Babylon, where the pro- 
miſed Meſſiah was to appear, is in ruins. 
Therefore he is already come. The Jewiſh 
tribes and families are confounded, and 


it is impoſſible, any Meſhah ſhould ariſe 


now, who can be known to be of the 
tribe of Judah, and the familie of David. 
In a word, if the Jewiſh commonwealth 
and temple ſtill ſubſiſted, all the preced- 
ing arguments, taken from their afflitive 


- circumſtances, would be weakened. But 


that is neither for their, nor our benefit. 
That 
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That it is not for ours, is manifeſt, Nor PTS c. 
is it for theirs. For it is conducive to II. 
their beſt intereſt, that the evidences of VV 
_ Chriſtianity ſhould be ſtrong and affect- 
ing; that they may be provoked to jea- 
louſie, and all Iſrael may be ſaved; that 
is, that the prejudices, which they are fo 
apt to indulge, may be weakened and 
removed ; and that all who can be per- 
ſuaded, may be diſpoſed to embrace the 
truth as it is in Jeſus, and receive him as 


the Meſſiah. 


ROM. 


ROM. XI. II. 


T ſay then, have they ſtumbled, that 
they ſhould fall? God forbid. 
But rather through their fall 

ſalvation is come unto the Gen- 


tils, for to provoke them to 
jealouſie. 


egy E FORE I conclude 
FR») this argument I chooſe 
> to mention a few re- 
marks and obſerva- 

tions, which I hope may be of ſome uſe. 
I. The argument afforded us jor the truth 
of our religion from the ſubſiſtence and af 
fictive circumſtances of the Jewiſh people 
was not abſolutly neceſſarie : but yet it was 

expedient, and is very uſeful, 


* 
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Il was not abſolutly neceſſarie. For though Dis c. 
the Jewiſh nation had been long ago ex- III. 
tinct; that is, though they had not now — 
been a diſtinct people, but had been loſt 
and mingled with other nations, ſo that 
no remains of them had been now obſer- 
vable, following any of the ordinances of 
the law of Moſes; yet we ſhould have 
had ſufficient evidence of the truth of the 
Chriſtian religion, or that Jeſus is the 
Chriſt, and his doctrine from heaven, This 
we could have been aſſured of from our 
Lord's character, the excellence of his 
principles, his miracles, his reſurrection, and 
other particulars, well known, and former- 
ly mentioned. 
But yet this argument, from the being 
and afflictive circumſtances of the Jewiſh 
people, was expedient, and is very uſeful : 
as abundantly appears from the conſidera- 
tions, which have been inſiſted on in the 
diſcourſes upon this ſubject. 
2. We may likewiſe obſerve, that ſome 
evidences of the truth of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion are not weakened, but ag rather gain 


force by 25 th of time. 


H A hiſ- 


58 
DYSC. . 
| III. 
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A hiſtorie of facts may be thought to 
loſe ſome degrees of credibility in a long 
tract of time. And therefore it might be 
feared, that the evangelical hiſtorie might 
ſome time ſuffer upon that account. But 
indeed it is ſo circumſtanced, and has in 
it ſo many internal characters of truth, and 


is fo ſupported by external teſtimonies of 


Mat. xvi. 
18. 


various kinds, that it's credit muſt remain 


to the lateſt ages inviolable. 


However it is ſufficient, that this kind 


of evidence remains as it is. But then ſome 
other evidence e and gains ſtrength 


by time. 

Chriſt aſſured peter, that he would 
build his Church upon a rock, and that 
the gates of bell ſhould not Figs againſ/} 
it. The longer Chriſtianity has a being 
in the world, the fulfilment of that pro- 
miſe is the more remarkable, and the fore- 
knowledge of Chriſt the more conſpicu- 
ous : eſpecially 2 5 what oppoſi- 
tions of various kinds, in all ages, are made 


againſt this doctrine; ſome by force, and 


ſome by art and ſophiſtrie: and conſidering 
likewiſe the weakneſſe and inconſtance of 
mankind, and that ſome, who in name are 

\ friends, 
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friends, weaken the intereſt they profeſs to D 1 s c. 
uphold. HI. 

When' a certain woman, not long be- cv] 
fore our Lord's removal out of this world, 6. — 13. 
opened a very precious veſſel of ointment, 
and poured it upon his head; ſome had 
indignation, and ſeemed to think it too 
great and expenſive a mark of reſpect. 

But he anſwered them : Verily, I ſay unto 
Jou, Whereſoever this goſpel ſhall be preached 
in the whole world; there ſhall alſo that 
which this woman has done be told for a 
memorial of her. And every time this por- 

tion of Scripture is read, eſpecially in late 
ages, it eſtabliſhes the belief of our Lord's | 
great character. 

Jeſus often ſpoke of many coming from Mat. viii, 
the eaſt and the weſt, and from the north 
and the fouth, fo fit down with Abraham, 

and Jaac and Facob in the kingdom of bea- 
ven; that is, to || partake of the privileges 
of the goſpel, and the bleſſings of the 
Meſſiah's kingdom. So long therefore as 
there are Gentils in the world, who thank- 
fully embrace the' goſpel, this declaration 
is fulfilled. And the longer it is, ſince 

| 2 theſe 

|} See Whitby upon Matth. viii. 11. 12, 
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Dis c. theſe words were ſpoken, the more are they 

III. verified. And every acceſſion to the Church 
of Chriſt from among ignorant and dark- 
enced Gentils is a freſh confirmation of the 
truth of his doctrine. 

The diſperſion of the Jews, the longer 
it laſts, ſtill more and more does it 
ſtrengthen the evidences of the Chriſtian 
religion. It is the more remarkable. Tt 
is a plainer and a more affecting token of 
divine diſpleaſure againſt them. The greater 
aſſurance does it afford, that the Meſſiah 

is already come. And the more impoſſible 
is it rendred for any man to prove himſelf 
of the tribe of Judah, and the familie of 
David, whence the Meſſiah was to ariſe. 
For theſe reaſons their preſent diſperſion is 
prolonged. And may it be duly attended to 
by all, to whom the conſideration of it may 
be of uſe! 


| 35 Theſe things ought alſ to be conſidered, 
as warnings to us. 

Paul, the Apoſtle more eſpecially of the 

Gentils, fails not to make this uſe of the 

Rom. xi. argument he is upon. And if ſome of the 

' branches be broken off, and thou being a wild 

olive, ⁊caſt graſſed in among them, and with 
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by the Eſtate of the Jews. 61 
them partaleſt of the root and fatneſſe of DIS c. 
the olive tree, boaſt not againſt the branches, III. 
But if thou boaſt, thou beareſt not the root, 
but the root thee. Thou wilt ſay then: The 
branches were broken off, that I might be 
graffed in. Well, becauſe of unbelief they 
were broken off, and thou ſtandeſt by faith. 
Be not high-minded, but fear. For if God 
ſpared not the natural branches, take beed, 
leaſt he ſpare not thee. 
In the ſubject we have been treating of 
there is not only an argument for the 
truth of our religion, but likewiſe an ad- 
monition to us to take heed to ourſelves. 
For from us too the glorie may depart, if 
we emprove not our privileges. The ſeven 
churches of Aſia, in the Revelation, were 
warned, and moſt of them threatened with 
the removal of their candleſtick : unleſs 
they ſpeedily repented, and did the firſt 
works, Many Chriſtian churches, plant- 
ed by Apoſtles of Jeſus, and watered by 
their fellow-laborers, have fallen to decay 
and ruin, The name and title of Chriſtian 
will not fave particular perſons in the day 
of judgement. Nor will the name of 
Jeſus, or Chriſtian, alone, ſecure churches 
| and 


. ered 
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| Ds c. and ſocieties in this world. There ſhould 
| TH. be not only the leaves of a fair profeſſion, 
put alſo fruits of love and peace, and all 
the branches of righteouſneſſe and true 
holineſſe. Chriſtians ſhould have heaven- 
ly minds, and their lives ſhould be adorn- 
ed with acts of meekneſſe, patience, ſelf- 
denyal, and zeal for each other's welfare. 
| With ſuch Chrift will dwell. They ho- 
. nor him, and he will honor them with a 
| | diſtinguiſhed care and protection. 

4. From this argument we may be able to 
form ſome judgement concerning the general 
converſion of the Fes. It is not a likely 
thing: If ever it is to be, there does not 
appear good reaſon to think it nigh. 

It is not a likely +4 thing, conſidering, 
that their prejudices are ſtill very great 
and ſtrong, and have been fo all along 
from the begining: notwithſtanding the 
great care of the Apoſtles of Jeſus, and 
other zealous preachers of the goſpel, to 
remove them. 

If ever there is to be a general conver- 
fon of the Jews, there is no good reafon 
to think it near at hand. The advantages 

afforded 

4+ See Light/oot's Noris. Vol. i. p. 375. 376. 
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afforded to believers in Jeſus as the Chriſt, Dis c. 
from the diſperſion and afflictive circum. III. 
ſtances of the Jewiſh people, in their ar- 
gument for the truth of their religion, 
lead us to this apprehenſion, So long as 
there remain great numbers of Gentil peo- 
ple unconverted to the faith of Jeſus, who 
are ſtrangers to God and his Chriſt: ſa 
long as there is, and is likely to be, a ſtre- 
nuous oppoſition made by many, ſeveral 
ways, againſt the Chriſtian doctrine: fo 
long, it is likely, the Jews will remain, 
and continue to be a diſtin& people, ſcat- 
tered abtoad upon the face of the earth: 
foraſmuch as their ſubſiſtence in that man- 
ner tends mightily to awaken men, and to 
confirm and ſtrengthen divers arguments 
for the truth of the Chriſtian religion. 

Nor is there any injuſtice done them 
herein. As they at firſt generally rejected 
Jeſus, they were juſtly rejected and caſt off 
as a people. But ſtill, by the faith and 
reception of the Gentils, they are called 
upon and excited to believe in Jeſus. And 
whenever any of them are awakened, and 
convinced, and converted, they (hall be 


accepted, 


ö St. Paul's 


64 


Disc. 


N 


Luke xxi. 


— 
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St. Paul's argument in this context leads 
us into this way of thinking. Have they 


fgumbled, that they ſtould fall ? By no means. 


But rather through their fall ſalvation is 
come unto the Gentils, for to ping them 
to fealouſie, 

And his words at the twenty-fifth verſe 
of the chapter may be reckoned ſtrong 


to this purpoſe: For I would not, brethren, 


that ye ſhould be ignorant of this myſteries 


leaſt ye be wiſe in your own conceit : that 


blindneſſe in part is happened unto Ifraet, 
until the fulneſſe of the Gentils be come in: 


that is, as an admired expoſitor paraphra- 
ſeth the verſe; © For * to prevent your 


© being conceited of yourſelves, my bre- 
« thren, let me make known unto you 
ce what has been yet undiſcovered to the 


d world; that the blindnefle, which has 


ce fallen upon a part of Iſrael, ſhall remain 
« upon them but till the time come, 
* wherein the whole Gentil world ſhall 
et enter into the Church, and make profeſ- 

t ſion of Chriſtianity.” 
This may be the thing intended by our 
Lord, when he ſays: And Feruſalem ſhall 
N 


® Locke f on the plate. 
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be troden down of the Gentili, until the DIS c. 


times of the Gentils be fulfilled. 

As for St. Paul's words at the twenty- 
ſixth verſe, they are underſtood by ſome 
in this manner: And ſo all Iſrael ſhall be 


III. 


ſaved: © And ** ſo all Iſrael ſhall be con- 


ce yerted to the Chriſtian faith, and the 


e whole nation become the people of 


« God:“ that is, when the fulneſſe of the 
Gentils is come in. 

But J rather think the meaning to be: 
&© In this way, according to this method 
te of divine providence, all + good and 


« well-diſpofed men, both Jews and Gen- 


* tils, ww/l be ſaved; that is, will be 
* brought into the way of ſalvation, taught 
* by the goſpel; or, will embrace the 
c means of ſalvation, propoſed therein; 
« the Jews being all along provoked to 
% emulation by the Gentils, and the Gen- 


e circumſiances of the Jewiſh people.” 


e tils being confirmed in their faith by the 


How- 


** Locke, as before. 


Þ+ Tlay]a q Ie nant Tos ai5kuollas, lire & 5 u- 


dio tiev, Thv guomv u @þds Tov "Topein 2 
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Euvanlouivos, Theodoret, in loc. T. 3. p. 91. D L 
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However this ſeems evident, that as in 
paſt ages the Jews had been of great ſer- 


vice in upholding religion in the world, 


and from them at length it was brought 


to the Gentils; ſo, if in the end the Jews 


Rom. xi. 
30. 3 I, 


are converted to the faith of Chriſt, it will 
be through the Gentils : and probably, 
upon ſome more general converſion of 
them than has yet been. So ſays St. Paul: 


For as ye, Gentils, in time paſt have not 


believed in God, yet now have obtained 
mercie through their unbelief : even ſo 
have theſe alſo now not believed, that 


Through your mercie they alſo may obtain 


mercie. 

And poſſibly, we may now perceive, 
that ſome notions concerning the conver- 
ſion of the Jews are falſe and groundleſs, 
or at beſt doubtful and uncertain. For 
ſome imagine, that upon their general con- 
verſion to the Chriſtian faith, they will be 
eſtabliſhed again in the land of Judea, 
and that Jeruſalem, with it's temple, will 
be rebuilt with great ſplendour and mag 
nificence. 
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But +4 that ſuppoſition is lyable to DIS c. 
many difficulties and objections. Should III. 
their ancient polity be reſtored, and they VOY 


be a diſtinct people in the land of Iſrael, 
ſeparate from all the other people of the 
earth? The || goſpel revelation does not 
encourage ſuch a ſtate of things. And there- 
fore it is not reaſonable to expect, it ſhould 
be brought in by extraordinarie interpo- 

CT 


See the ſentiments of Origen, and Chryſoſtom, and 


others, in Grotius upon Luke xxi. 24. And ſee Lightfoot's 


Works. Vol. i. p. 375.377. and p. 737. 738. What 
aba Euſebe's ſentiment upon this point, may be ſeen in his 
Commentaries upon the Pſalms, not publifped, till fince the 
time of Grotias. Ad doreiles x rux cu v dns 
Toy tOvay guvaryeryns, iv ndn ore Ths Sizonopas A- 
ace im} v durꝭ cura hd dtp lud Aol le p- 
reicoſſ c winrev bee iv v mapul: Bip, 1s di &. du · 
70g Tz HHeνA“un. i eis d x. A. Euſeb. in Pſalm, 105. 
al. 106. ver. 47. 48. p. 690. edit. Montf. 

„ Not that Jeruſalem ſhould be built again, when 
« the fulneſſe of the Gentils is come in, which the Jews 
* conceit : nor that then the Jews ſhould be unblindfolded, 
„ and become a goſpel-church, as the Gentils had been. 
« For what a ſtrange world does ſuch a ſuppoſal imagine? 
%% And how often does the goſpel gainſay ſuch diſtinctive- 
«« neſle and peculiarity ?”” Lightfoot. Vol. i. p. 377. The 
ſame author ſays, ** That the calling of the Jews ſhall be 


* in the places of their reſidence among Chriſtians: and 


** that their calling ſhall not cauſe them to change place, 
1 but condition. p. 738. 
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D1sc. poſitions of providence, under the * 


ſation of the Meſſiah. 


. . Should they 3 again, as in times 


paſt? The law of Moſes is no longer in 
force, and the facrifices appointed therein 
are below the dignity of the goſpel inſti- 
tation, 

Moreover our Lord plainly declared, that 
all diſtinctions of places ſhould ceaſe under 
the goſpel : and that worſhip would no 
longer be peculiarly acceptable at Jeruſa- 
lem, or any other city. 

The continued ſubſiſtence of a large 
body of the Jewiſh people in ſeveral parts 
of the world, and the preſent deſolation 
of their countrey, or the ſmall number 
of inhabitants therein, are thought by ſome 
to amount to a ſtrong argument, that they 
ſhall themſelves return thither, and take 
poſſeſſion of it again. But from what has 
been now ſaid it appears, that the fore- 
mentioned ſtate of things anſwers very 
valuable ends and purpoſes: though the 
Jewiſh people ſhould never be reinſtated 
in their ancient inheritance. 

It is likely therefore, that whenever 
there is a general converſion of the Jews 


to 


| 


by the Eftate of the Fews, 


Chriſtians indeed, and their fondneſſe for 


people, and one ſheepfold under Chriſt, 
the univerſal Lord of the Church, the Sa- 
viour, and the Biſhop of Souls, 
Such an event we have good reaſon . to 
wiſh and pray for, that the fulneſſe of the 
Gentils may be brought in, and that then 
the blindneſſe, which in part has long 


happened to the Jewiſh people, may be 


entirely removed. 


In the mean time we ſhould both labor 
for the converſion of ignorant Gentils, and 
do what lyes in our power to provoke the 
people of the Jews to jealouſie by the 
ſimplicity of our worſhip, the purity of 
our faith, and the goodneſſe of our lives. f 

s. We 


+ 4 have not denyed, that there will be a general con- 
wer fion of the Fewiſh people. Nor would J be underſtood 
fo be poſitive, that they ſhall never return to the land of 
Canaan: though I have mentioned ſome difficulties, attend- 
ing the ſuppoſition. And if indeed they ars ſome time not 
only to be converted, but alſo reflored ; I am perſuaded, 
that their reſtoration will be accompliſhed in a manner 
Becoming the Divine Majeſty, and that all people will re- 
Joyee therein. I am moreover of opinion, that if ever this 


Be brought about, their worſhip thenceforward will be en- 
 Birely ſpiritual and evangelical. 
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to the faith of Jeſus; they will become Ds c. 
I. 
the rites of the Moſaic law will ceaſe Y. 
that they and the Gentils may become one 
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Dise, 5. We muſt be bence induced to admire 
III. the exceeding riches of the wiſdom, and good- 
SV nefſe of God, who has graciouſly afforded 
mankind in all ages belps for knowing the 

great truths of religion. 

God ever ſpoke to all in the voice of 

reaſon. When that was not duly attended 
| to, and the danger of univerſal ignorance 
Wo - became great ; he ſeparated a familie, that 
| of Abraham, from the reſt of the world: 
and of a part of it he made a great nation, 
to whom he gave a law; who thereby 
were ſet upasa lamp upon a hill, to lighten 
the world around them. And among 
them, by frequent interpoſitions of his wiſe 
and powerful providence, religion was 
maintained, and they were kept a diſtinct 
nation, enjoying many privileges, until 
the Meſſiah came, and religion was ſpread 
far and wide in the nations of the earth, 
according to promiſes made long beſore. 
And then, the Jews generally rejecting 
that bleſſing, God caft them off from 
being his people, as they had been, and 
poured down upon them tokens of his 
IT * : yet not deſtroying them ut- 
terly, 
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terly, and making uſe of them, even un- DIS c. 
der afflictions, to ſupport the truth of his III. 
Son's miſſion and authority, whom they 3 
had crucified. | | 
Nor is there herein any injuſtice, or 

unkindneſſe, as has been often obſerved in 
theſe diſcourſes. For ſtill they are pro- 

voked to jealouſie by thoſe who are taken 

in their room. And in this reſpect they 

now enjoy an advantage, with regard to 
religion, beyond what the Gentils had 
formerly. For then it was the nation of 

the Jews only, to whom God was known, 

and many of the nations of the earth 
were remote from them. But the unbe- 

lieving Jews for the moſt part live among, 

or near the followers of Jeſus, and have 
better opportunities to inform themſelves 
of the principles of their religion, than the 
_ Gentils had of old to know that of the 
Iſraelites, 

And the wiſdom of divine providence 
in the former and the later diſpenſation 
is admirable, though above our fall com- 
prehenſion: as the Apoſtle obſerves at the 
end of this chapter, addrefling himſelf to 

- Gentil 
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III. 


Acts xv. 


18. 


The Chriſtian Religion confirmed 


D 1 s c. Gentil Chriſtians: For as ye in times paſt 


have not believed God, yet have now ob- 


tained mercie through their unbelief : even 


fo have theſe alſo now not believed, that 
through your mercie they may obtain mercie. 
For God has concluded all in unbelief, that 
he might have mercie upon all. O the depth 
of the riches both of the wiſdom and know- 
ledge of God! How unſearchable are his 
judgements, and his ways paſt finding out 
For who has known the mind of the Lord, 
or who has been his counſellor ? or who has 
given unto him, and it ſhall be recompenſed 
to him again? For of him, and through 
bim, and to him are all things, To whom 
be "WY forever. 

6. We may hence conclude, that Anon 
unto God are all his works from the begin- 
ing. It is an obſervation of St. James at 
the council of Jeruſalem. 

We may infer from the event, that 


God foreſaw from the begining the ge- 


neral apoſtaſie of mankind. And when 
he called Abraham, and ſeparated him to 


' himſelf from the reſt of the world, he 


foreſaw all the n of that gra- 
cious 
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would be in ſome meaſure upheld in the 


ny ages from the time of the firſt promiſe 
concerning him, the various ordinances of 
poſitive -appointment, delivered to the Jews 
by Moſes, which had been of uſe to pre- 
ſerve them in the land of Judea from 
mixing with their idolatrous neighbors, till 
he came, would likewiſe ſerve to keep 
them a ſeparate people, wherever they 
lived, for a long ſucceſſion of ages, to bear 
teſtimonie to his ancient covenants with 
Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob and themſelves: 
_ whilſt ſtill they would have opportunities 
of knowing the religion of the Meſſiah, 
and whenever their hearts ſhould: be 
touched, they might be agaiu received, 


and partake in all the bleſſings. of his 


kingdom, 


7. It may be EP EATS foppoked, that 
it will be delightful in the heavenly fate to 


know and obſerve the various methods of 
divine providence, relating to his creatures, 
in the world where we have lived: parti- 

K » cularly 


cious purpoſe and choice: that religion DIS c. 
III. 
world, till the Meſſiah came: and that WINS 
when he was come, after the ſpace of ma- 


ol is 
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PIs c. cularly to obſerve the manifold "deſigns of 
III. 9» iſdom and goodneſſe with regard 1 to the con- 
cerns of religion. 
A wiſe and diſcerning perſon 0 now 
in great delight and profitable entertainment 
I! in reviewing theſe works of divine provi- 
vidence, as recorded in the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Teſtament. But the 
diſcoveries in a future ſtate may be much 
more full and compleat, and conſequently 
more delightful, We may then ſee the 
overſpreading deluge of ignorance in ſome. 
places and ages, the wonderful ſteps by 
which light was reſtored, and all the vir- 
tue of the inſtruments raiſed up. by God, 
and employed by him; the faithful and 
diſintereſted zeal, with which they ſerved 
jo God, and promoted the welfare of their 
fellow. creatures; and how even affliftive 
events ſubſerved beneficial deſigns. 

But this review of things will not be 
pleaſing and comfortable, except in a ſtate 
of eaſe and happineſſe. For ſuppoſing 
| any ſuch extenſive knowledge in regions 
Will! of deſpair and miſerie; it could not alle- 

viate, but muſt aggravate the diſtreſſe. 
| It 


— 


—— 


— —— —— 


— 
— — — — — 

— ret me — 
— — — 4 — 


by the Eftate of the Fews. 


75 


It would not be ſatisfaction, but vexa- Dr's c. 


tion for any one, finally and juſtly rejected III. 
of God, to look back on the long ſpace — 


and numerous periods of time, and ob- 
ſerve the kind proviſions made by the di- 


vine being for the illumination and ſalva- 


tion of men. For ſuch an one, I ſay, to 
ſurvey the ſcenes of divine providence, in 
ſeveral ages, and obſerve the time and 
place where he was fixed, having many 


advantages afforded him, and more in his 


power; but all abuſed, or nelected: whilſt 
ſome others, leſs orivilegad acted diſcreet- 
ly, honored God, and Jaid the foundation 
of future happineſſe: to ſuch an one this 
knowledge would be tormenting and vex- 


atious. 


But though ſuch extenſive knowledge 


ſhould not be the portion of thoſe who 
are finally ſeparated from God, there will 
be remembrance of things paſt; what 
men have done, or neglected to do; 
what means of knowledge were afforded 
them in this world, what convictions they 
had of duty, what helps they enjoyed 
for ſecuring a virtuous conduct, and 


K 2 ſtregthen- 
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Dis c. ſtrengthening them againſt temptations ; 
HI. and how they failed to emprove thoſe ma- 
ny advantages. 

How piercing muſt it be in the place 
of torment, for a deſcendent of Abraham, 
who lived in the time of our Lord, to 
recollect the gracious words he heard 
from his mouth: that though Jeſus taught 
in the ſtreets of his city, and in the moſt 
winning manner, promiſed everlaſting life 
to ſuch as believed in him, and obeyed 
him: and though he performed nume- 
rous miracles, healing and beneficial, ſuit- 
ed to the goodneſſe of his doctrine, and 
tokens of inexpreſſible mildneſſe and be- 
nevolence; yet he deſpiſed and abuſed 
this amiable perſon! And though he 
knew, the Prophets had ſpoken of a great 
deliverer to ariſe among them; and it 
was the prevailing opinion, that was the 
very time prefixed for his coming; he 
would not hearken to him, nor regard 
him, becauſe of ſome groundleſs preju- 
dices, and too ſtrong an affection for world- 

ly poſſeſſions and enjoyments. 


* 
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In like manner, for certain, to others Dx s d. 
alſo the recollection of religious privi- III. 
jeges, not emproved, will be matter of "YY 
torment and vexation, 

Children of pious parents, who 2 at Prov. i 
nought all their counſel, and will none of **' 3% 
their reproof ! 

Servants, who are averſe to the or- 
der and reſtraint of religipus families, and 
offended at daily devotions, and frequent 
readings of the Scriptures or books of pie- 

ty; and chooſe the habitations of the 
wicked, where there is not ſo much as a 
form of godlineſſe, or an appearance of 
religion; and prefer the companie and 
manners of the diſſolute, who are a te- 

proach to human nature! 

A Chriſtian, partaking in all the ordi- 
nances of the goſpel, yet acting contrarie 
to the obligations he is under 
A miniſter in Gods houſe, ſhewing to 
others the way of ſalvation, but not walk- 6 
ing in it himſelf ! 

How grievous muſt the recollection of 
ſuch advantages be hereafter, if finally a- 
buſed and diſregarded! No conſolation 


] N -. 
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D xs c. can be given to men then. The fad re- 


III. 


flection on their own folly will be un- 


V avoidable and incurable. 


47. 


| Johniii, 


19, 


Luke xii. 


May we therefore be wiſe to know 
and mind the things of our peace now, 


in this our day. Let us ſecure time for 


ſerious reflections on our conduct and our 
advantages. Let us compare our light 
and knowledge with our actions and pur- 
poſes. For between theſe there ought to 
be an agreement. Where much is given, 
much may be expected. And the ſervant, 


100 knew his lord's will, and did it not, will 


be beaten wi th many ſtripes. 

Theſe are certain truths. And theſe 
things will ſome time afford a pleaſing and 
comfortable, or an afflitive and ſorrowful 
recollection and remembrance. It is an 
awful and awakening obſervation of our 
Lord: This is the condemnation, that light 
is come into the world: and men loved dark- 
neſſe rather than light, becauſe their deeds 
were evil, If any of us ſhould periſh, 
have we not reaſon to dread this aggravat- 
ed condemnation? For we muſt be ſen- 
ſible, we have had ſufficient inſtruction to 

aſſure 
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aſſure us, that things above are preferable DIS c. 
to things on this earth: and that nothing III. 
ought ſo to divert, or engage us, as to GA. H. 2. 
prevent our laying up to ourſelves trea- 
ſures in heaven: and that we ought ſo to 
order all our preſent concerns, and the 
whole of our converſation, as may beſt 
promote our moſt important intereſt, the 
everlaſting ſalvation and happineſſe of our 
ſouls. F ; 
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